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Redditch  Urban  District  Council. 


ANNUAL  REPORT,  1898. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Redditch 

Urban  District  Council. 


Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  submit  my  Annual  Report 
for  the  year  1898,  copies  of  which  will,  as  required 
by  Section  ig  of  the  Local  Government  Act  of  1888, 
be  forwarded  to  the  Local  Government  Board  and 
the  County  Council. 

Table  I.  This  shows  the  birth  and  death-rates 
for  the  past  seven  years,  and  the  mortality  at 
respective  ages  for  the  year  x8g8. 


Year. 

No.  of  Births. 

Rate. 

1898 

388 

277 

1897 

324 

25-9 

1896 

28-3 

1895 

29-4 

28-3 

1893 

337 

1892 

33'8 

Year. 

No.  of  Deaths. 

Rate. 

1898 

209 

I4’9 

1897 

214 

17a 

1896 

17a 

1895 

i8*8 

1894 

1 1  -09 

1893 

1 7  8 

1892 

177 

4 


Mortality  at  respective  ages. 


U  nder 

1  Year. 

1—5 

5-15 

15-25 

25—65 

65  and 
upwards. 

73 

2 1 

17 

47 

37 

Table  II.  This  shows  the  zymotic  death-rate  and 
the  rates  for  the  past  seven  years,  also  the  number 
of  cases  of  infectious  disease  reported  during  1898. 


Year. 

No.  of  Deaths. 

Rate. 

1898 

20 

1 '4 

1897 

.  23 

i-8 

1896 

22 

i-8 

i895 

1 1 

‘9 

1894 

1 1 

•9 

1893 

26 

2.2 

1892 

20 

1  ’7 

Cases  notified. 


Scarlet  Fever 

212 

Enteric  Fever 

32 

Continued  Fever  ... 

7 

Diphtheria 

J3 

Erysipelas 

26 

290 

Table  III.  This  is  a  table  of  population,  births, 
and  new  cases  of  infectious  diseases,  classified  accord¬ 
ing  to  diseases,  ages,  and  localities. 

Table  IV.  This  is  a  table  of  deaths,  classified 
according  to  diseases,  ages,  and  localities. 

Table  V.  This  is  a  table  of  death-rates  of  various 
diseases. 


TABLE  OF  DEATHS 
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The  heading  of  column  19  is  left  blank  for  the  insertion  of  Influenza,  or  other  disease  which  it  may  be  thought  desirable  to  record. 


State  here  whether  “  Notification  of  Infectious  Disease”  is  compulsory  in  the  District — Yes.  Since  when  ? — 1890  Besides  the  above-mentioned  Diseases,  insert  in  the  columns 

with  blank  headings  the  names  of  any  other  diseases  not  notifiable  in  the  District,  and  fill  the  columns  accordingly.  State  here  the  name  of  the  Isolation  Hospital  used  by  the  sick  of 
the  District.  Mark  (H)  the  Locality  in  which  such  Hospital  is  situated  ;  or  if  not  within  the  District,  state  where  it  is  situated — Bromsgrove. 
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TABLE  OF  POPULATION,  BIRTHS,  0/  NEW  CASES  OF  INFECTIOUS  SICKNESS  coming  to  the 
knowledge  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  during  the  year  1898,  in  the  Redditch  Urban  District;  classified 
according  to  Diseases,  Ages  and  Localities. 


Table  C.—  ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH  FOR  1898. 

Urban  District  of  Redditch.  Area  in  acres,  2,000.  Population  in  1891 — 11,295.  Estimated  Population  in  1898 — 14,000. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health  : — NEWTON  WADE. 
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Diseases  prevalent — Scarlatina  and  Typhoid.  Period — Scarlatina,  all  the  year  ;  Typhoid,  January  7th  to  October. 

(a)  Includes  Smallpox,  Measles,  Scarlatina,  Diphtheria,  Whooping  Cough,  Fever,  and  Diarrhoea. 

( b )  Estimated  by  measuring  the  proportion  of  Deaths  of  Infants  under  one  year  per  1,000  of  the  Births  Registered  during  the  same  period. 

(c)  Including  Typhus,  Enteric  Fever,  and  indefinite  forms  of  Continued  Fevers. 


6 


It  will  be  noticed  that  whilst  the  birth-rate  is 
increased,  the  death-rate  is  very  considerably  lowered, 
being  much  below  the  general  average  for  England 
and  W  ales. 

The  infantile  mortality  is  still  above  the  general 
average,  but  considerably  reduced  from  last  year. 

Of  infectious  diseases,  Scarlatina,  Typhoid,  and 
Diphtheria  have  been  the  most  prevalent. 

Scarlatina  has  been  prevalent  for  the  whole  year. 

Enteric  Fever  was  occurring  from  January  to 
October,  since  when  no  case  has  occurred. 

Diphtheria  has  been  scattered  throughout  the 
year,  but  only  a  few  cases. 

Phthisis. — With  regard  to  this  disease  there  has 
been  a  considerable  amount  of  investigation  during 
the  past  year,  and  I  shall,  therefore,  call  your  attention 
to  the  results  of  these  investigations,  as  put  forth 
in  the  Report  of  the  British  Medical  Association, 
issued  on  January  18th,  1899. 

Summary  of  aCtion  taken  for  preventing  the  spread 

of  disease  : — 

Systematic  inspection  of  premises  over  all  parts  of 
the  district  has  been  carried  out  by  the  Sanitary 
Inspector  and  myself,  and  defeCts  have  been  remedied 
when  found. 

The  house  accommodation  is  vastly  improved  and 
is  still  continuing  to  do  so,  both  as  regards  the  size  and 
arrangements  of  the  houses,  and  also  their  site  ;  the  old 
houses  crowded  together  in  the  centre  of  the  town  are 
gradually  being  replaced  by  modern  ones,  whilst  other 
new  ones  are  ereCted  further  out  on  new  country  sites 
around  the  town. 

Only  one  case  of  overcrowding  has  had  to  be  dealt 
with  during  the  year. 
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The  drainage  is  in  good  working  order,  and  new 
drains  are  connected  in  all  the  new  buildings,  and  many 
old  portions  have  been  renovated. 

The  water  supply  is  improved,  as  during  the  year 
53  more  wells  have  been  closed,  and  the  East  Worcester¬ 
shire  Company’s  water  laid  on. 

The  excrement  disposal  is  being  improved  rapidly, 
the  old  middens  being  now  nearly  abolished  (only  about 
seven  remaining)  ;  and  59  middens  or  pan  closets  have 
been  converted  to  W.C.’s  during  the  year. 

The  scavenging  is  done  regularly  and  frequently. 

The  burial  grounds  and  mortuaries  are  in  fair  order. 

Bakehouses  are  periodically  inspected,  as  also  are 
slaughter-houses. 

The  common  lodging  houses  are  inspected  periodically. 

The  dairies,  cow-sheds  and  milk  shops  are  regularly 
inspected. 

No  offensive  trades  have  come  under  notice  during 
the  vear. 

One  lot  of  meat  was  seized  and  destroyed  as  being 
unfit  for  human  consumption. 

There  has  been  no  change  in  the  bye-laws. 

No  complaints  have  been  received  of  any  pollution 
of  the  river. 

The  industries  of  the  district  appear  to  be  increasing 
very  satisfactorily. 

Disinfection  of  houses,  clothing,  &c.,  has  been 
carried  out  in  all  cases  of  infectious  diseases  as  far 
as  has  been  possible  without  a  proper  apparatus. 

I  am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

NEWTON  WADE, 


M.O.H. 
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URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL  OF  REDDITCH. 


INSPECTOR'S  REPORT, 

Of  the  Sanitary  Work  completed  in  the  year  ending  Dec.  31st,  1898. 


Prevention  of  Infectious  Diseases  under  direction  of  Medical  Officer  of  Health — - 
No.  of  cases  enquired  into 
No.  of  houses  disinfected  and  cleansed 
No.  of  patients  removed  to  Hospital 
Houses— 

No.  erected  (if  information  obtainable) 

No.  made  fit  for  habitation 
No.  cleansed  and  lime-washed 
Overcrowding — 

No.  of  cases  abated 
House-drains — 

No.  cleansed,  trapped,  and  ventilated 
Water  closets — 

No.  of  additional  W.C.’s  provided 

No.  repaired,  ventilated  and  supplied  with  flush  cisterns 
Privies  and  Ashpits — - 

No.  of  additional  privies  and  ashpits  provided 
No.  converted  to  W.C.’s  or  slop-closets 
No.  converted  to  pail-closets 
No.  repaired 
Smoke  Nuisances — - 

No.  under  observation 
Offensive  Trades — 

No.  under  observation 
Water  supply — 

No.  of  wells  cleansed  and  repaired 
No.  of  wells  closed  as  polluted 

No.  of  houses  supplied  from  waterworks  (during  year) 

Slaughter  Houses  — 

No.  registered  or  licensed 
No.  regularly  inspected 
Dairies  and  Cowsheds — 

No.  of  persons  engaged  in  milk  trade  now  on  register  and  under 
supervision 
Lodging  Houses  — 

No.  on  register 
No.  regularly  inspected 
Animals  kept  so  as  to  be  a  nuisance — 

No.  of  cases  of  removal  on  notice 
Accumulation  of  Offensive  Refuse — 

No.  of  removals 
Clerical  Work- 

No.  of  official  letters  written 
No.  of  notices  served 
No.  of  notices  complied  with 
No.  of  notices  outstanding 


290 

58 

13 

76 

76 

3 

2 
48 

1 

10 

3 

59 
3 

2 

3 
2 

2 

53 
1 16 

i‘ 

1 


32 

1 

1 

2 

2 


21 

374 

366 

8 


(Signed)  J.  F.  THORROLD,  Sanitary  Inspector , 
May,  1899. 


